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Such  questions  are  particularly  important  to  those  of  us  who  care  about  development.    But
bizarrely,  they have been overlooked by  the vast majority of  the (literally) hundreds of published
academic studies of decentralization, and the (literally)  thousands of “gray  literature” papers and
reports published over the last four decades, the overwhelming majority of which focus on much




held  at  Columbia  University  in  June,  2009,  sponsored  by  the  Initiative  for  Policy  Dialogue’s
Decentralization  Task  Force.  Seeking  to  re­unite  academics  studying  decentralization  with  the
policymakers who  implement  it,  the  two­day  event  brought  together  researchers working  at  the




conceptual  clarity  and  analytical  rigor.  The  workshop  was  explicitly  structured  to  facilitate  this
integration; this collection is the result.
The papers in this collection examine how decentralization affects governance, in particular how it
might  increase political competition,  improve public accountability,  reduce political  instability, and
impose  incentive­compatible  limits  on  government  power,  but  also  threaten  fiscal  sustainability.





1.  Decentralization and Governance – Jean-Paul Faguet, LondonSchool of Economics and Political Science
2. Second Generation Fiscal Federalism: Political Aspects of Decentralization and Economic Development  –
Barry R. Weingast, StanfordUniversity
3. The Politics of Federalism in Argentina and its Implications for Governance and Accountability – Martín
Ardanaz, Columbia University, Marcelo Leiras and Mariano Tommasi, both Universidad de San Andrés
4. Constitutional Structures for a Strong Democracy: Considerations on the Government of Pakistan  –
Roger Myerson, University of Chicago







6. Water Reforms, Decentralization and Child Mortality in Colombia, 1990-2005  – Claudia Granados
Vergara, Hertie School of Governance, and Fabio Sánchez Torres, Universidad de los Andes
7. Traditional Governance, Citizen Engagement and Local Public Goods: Evidence from Mexico  – Alberto
Diaz-Cayeros, University of California, San Diego, Beatriz Magaloni, Stanford University and Alex Ruiz
Euler, University of California, San Diego
8. The Effects of Participatory Budgeting on Municipal Expenditures and Infant Mortality in Brazil – Sónia
Gonçalves, King’s College London,
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